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THURSV.AY 271TH .AUG.UST J98'1 

Planning Committee Arrivals:-

Northern Region - Harry Singh, Alexander Thompson and 
Gregoriana Porkilari. 

East Arnhem Region - Lak Lak Yunipingu, and Natati. 

Southern Region - Francis Kelly and Kathy Abbott - Peter 
Clarke from A.H.W.T.C., Audio Visuals 
Officer. 

FRIDAY 28TH AUGUST - SATURVAY 29TH 

Planning Committee, commenced business - finalising of the 
Conference programme. 

SUNDAY 30TH AUGUST 

OOS"-' \ 

Planning Committee, treated with afternoon out at Humpty Doo. 

MONVAY 31ST AUGUST 

Delegation Arrivals: 

Northern Region delegation arrived over weekend and through
out the day. 

8.30 a.m. 

11.00 a.m. 

7.30 p.m. 
to 

10.00 p.m. 

Arrival of Southern Region delegation at 
A.H.W.T.C. Darwin, by bus from Alice Springs. 

Southern and Northern Region delegations 
transferred to Kormilda College - Berrimah. 

East Arnhem Region arrived, p.m. T.A.A. flight 
from Gove NT and taken ~o Kormilda College -
Berrimah. 

Welcoming B.B.Q. staged for delegation and 
entertainment of corroboree; by Belyuen dancers 
from Belyuen Community NT 

TUESDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 

7.30 a.m. 
to 

8.00 a.m. 

9.00 a.m. 

Breakfast 

Official Opening: - Alexander Thompson -
Chairperson. 

Gatjil Djerrkura - Aboriginal Liaison Unit, 
Chief Minister's Department. 
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9.30 a.m. 

9.50 a.m. 

ooS~I 

Alexander introduced Mr Djerrkura to officially 
open the 1981 4th Annual A.H.W.'s Conference. 

Mr Djerrkura conunented on the important role of 
the Abo~iginal Health Workers in the Northern 
Territory. Mr Djerrkura went on to say of 
providing alternative life-styles to our people 
and providing Aboriginal people ·strong and 
healthy well beings; Importantly it provides 
the right to exist and the role of accepting 
more responsibilities. 

He thanked the conference for having him and 
with that he officially opened the conference. 

Mr Thompson then asked Mr Neil Bell, Labour 
spokesman for Health to talk on the matter of 
Medical Insurance Scheme. 

Mr Bell discussed the difference with the 
Labour and Liberal parties and the Labours' 
policy. 

Mr Bell went on to talk about the Medical 
Insurance Scheme which was to be introduced in 
the N.T. from 1st September 1981. He went on 
to say that complications will arise in this 
scheme especially to that of the Aboriginal 
people. Pensioners and unemployed people will 
be exempted from paying, but will be issued 
with a health care card, wh ich they will p roduce 
before receiving treatment at hospitals. 
Although, Mr Bell stated, there will be free 
service in Aboriginal Conununities, but when 
they go to hospitals where the complications 
will arise. 

Mr Thompson asked Mr Bell whether his children 
would be covered by a Health Care Card System. 

Mr Bell answered, by saying an application will 
have to be filled out and a form; but was a bit 
difficult to explain, but will talk to anyone 
who needs to know more about it later. 

Mr Thompson next introduced Mr Inn Tuxworth, 
Minister for Health in the Northern Territory 
to introduce the Medical Insurance Scheme. 

Mr Tuxworth thanked the conference for asking 
him to come but wanted to conunent on requirements 
on housing for Aboriginal Health Workers in the 
Territory in response to the letter sent to him 
by the 1981 Planning Committee following up the 
resolutions handed to Mr Tuxworth at the 1980 
Conference in Alice Springs. 
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Mr Tuxworth said if the conference would 
nominate a group of Health Workers so that he 
could communicate with in resolving this 
problem of housing. 

Mr Tuxworth then continued his speech on the 
Medical Insurance Scheme. He spoke of the costs 
of running a Hospital, Doctors, X-Ray and 
Treatment fees . Contributions from the people 
were partly to help cover the costs, and that 
was why the medical insurance scheme came about. 

Mr Tuxworth said he would encourage all 
Territorians to take out an insurance cover. 

Mr Tuxworth asked Mr Chairman that he would 
like to answer any questions tomorrow if he 
was invited back again. 

Mr Tuxworth was invited to come again on Friday 
4th September at 3 p.m. 

Minister for Health 
Mr. Ian Tuxworth 
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10.15 a.m. 

10.30 a.m. 

10.45 a.m. 

00~\ 

Morning Tea Break 

Francis Kelly - Role of A.H.W. 's 

Francis Kelly spoke of sisters and health workers 
not working together, because of sisters not 
knowing Aboriginal customs. 

Mr Chairman - called for open discussion. 

Dr Hugh Nelson commented on Francis Kelly's 
comments of Doctors and Sisters going to 
Alice Springs to work and not knowing how to 
get around those problems, but that Health 
Workers should get together and find a solution. 

Mr Chairman commented of skin groups in his 
conununity and said no matter how well Aboriginals 
are well educated, they are still Aboriginals 
and follow Aboriginal customs. 

Mrs Kathy Abbott - Aboriginal code of Ethics 
- and Dr Hugh Nelson. 

Kathy spoke on the oath which keeps Doctors 
together. Kathy then read a draft copy of a 
code of ethics for Aboriginal health workers. 

"Code of Ethics for Health Workers" (Draft). 

(1). The A.H.W. is a healer. 

(2). The A.H.W. has a special place in the 
corrununity because of this, like a 
tradional healer. 

(3). The A.H.W. has a Duty to care for all who 
are sick, no matter what their race, or 
family group, or language group, or skin 
group. 

(4). The A.H.W. can use his/her special status 
to care for people even in an avoidance 
relationship, if needed, if nobody in a 
right relationship to the patient is 
present. 

(5). The A.H.W. must always keep secret anything 
they learn about .a patient while they are 
caring for him. 

(6). The A.H.W. must not use his special status 
for personal gain, or to disadvantage another 
person. 

(7). The A.H.W. must never be intoxicated when 
caring for patients. 

( 8) • The A.H.W. is a promoter of health, as well 
as a curer of sickness. This means they 
should set an example in their life. 

4. 



Code of Ethics (cont.) 

(9). The A.H.W. will never knowingly harm any 
person, born or unborn. 

(10). The A.H.W. will refer any patients whose 
condition he has not been trained to 
recognise and treat, or who is not 
responding to standard tre~tment. 

(11). The A.H.W. will always regard persons who 
have taught them their craft with respect, 
like their parents. (This is an idea from 
Hipocrates). 

Goal: 

Kathy Abbott then read q report of a group 
meeting, Dr D Devanesan, Dr J Hargrave, 
Mr G Djerrkura, Dr. Fleming. 

ooSG\ 

To promote and strengthen the "Life" of Aboriginal 
people in the Northern Territory as a means of 
ensuring their survival and growth. 

Objectives: 

(1). To promote amongst Aboriginal people an 
awareness of the need for and active 
commitment to health and fitness as a means 
of survival and growth. 

(2). To ensure Aboriginal people have access to 
primary and secondary health care. 

(3). To ensure active participation by Aboriginal 
people in all aspects of the health care 
system. 

Principles 

(1). In keeping with the Government's policy of 
self management Aboriginal people themselves 
also have a responsibility to promote their 
own health life. 

(2). The most effective prograrrunes are those 
developed through a process of community 
involvement and participation. 

(3). The most effective health care service is 
one which employs Aboriginal people at all 
levels of the service. 

(4). Traditional medicine is a complimentary and 
vital part of Aboriginal health care and its 
value is recognised and supported. 

(5). Health care services may be run by Government 
and non - Government agencies. 

(6). Health care services must be co-ordinated 
and operated in tune with each other to 
ensure mximum efficiency and effectiveness 5. 
of health care services. 



12.00 m.d. 

Kathy stated that Dr Hargrave may like to 
talk on this topic. 

OOS~\ 

After Kathy's talk, the delegation was broken 
up into three regional groups to discuss 
among themselves about the Code of Ethics and 
to report back after lunch. 

to Lunch Break 
12.30 p.m. 

1.00 p.m. Chairperson - Francis Kelly 
Open discussion - anyone can talk 

Lak Lak Yunipingu - for East Arnhem Region: 
(1). In emergency it is alright to treat those 

people that the health worker normally 
wouldn't be able to talk to or touch. 

(2). In the clinic situation these people are 
treated by health workers who can talk to them. 

(3). Communities should have 2 health workers on 
call at the weekend - one male and one female, 
so relationship problems are stopped. If 
community does not have a male health worker; 
they should ask the Health Department and 
Council so they can employ a male health worker. 

Gode of Ethics: Should be explained to all new 
health workers at Basic Skills and Post Basic 
Skills ceremonies. 

There were few people who gave a talk about life
styles and work relations within their communities, 
namely; 

Johnny~Brisco from Finke 
Amy Lander - f _rom Elliott 
Ivan Dixon - C.A.A.C. Alice Springs . 

- ----·- - --··----------
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2.00 p.m. 

2.20 p.m. 

3.00 p.m. to 
3.15 p.m. 

3.30 p.m. 

005GI 

Jack Little told the conference about his involve
ment in his community where no nursing sister was 
available, the closest being 30-40 miles from 
his conununity (Bulla Camp). 

Dr Soong - Information on Batchelor College. Doctor 
Soong talked about management course at Batchelor 
for Aboriginal health workers. 

Dr Soong said such a course would enable health 
workers to manage some of their work in their 
health centres. He went on to say, the people 
running the courses at Batchelor have only 
received 60 applications from all over the 
Territory. The college would take health workers 
ten, six or two weeks. 

Harry Singh - gave an example regarding Aboriginal 
health workers Identification and badge and said 
Aboriginal health workers should have some form 
of identification when attending accident scenes. 

Break - up group discussions and feed back after 
tea breaks. 

Tea Break 

Feed back from groups 

Chairperson - Francis Kelly introduced and 
explained symbols of his painting about ·the 
Aboriginal health workers movement in Southern 
Region . 
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4.00 p.m. 

5.30 p.m. 

7.00 p.m. 

Johnny Brisco explained about the symbol of last 
years conference has been accepted into the 
Southern Region, symbol to be used as badge for 
Aboriginal health workers uniform. 

Smithy - from Haast's Bluff talked about his work 
experience as health worker. He later gave an 
interesting slide talk in the theatrette. 

Close 

Dinner 

Entertainment for evening - film "Jedda". 

tr- ·-. I I 

f ' · 1 

-~ .. 
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WEVNESVAY 2NV SEPTEMBER 
7. 30 a.m. to 
8.30 a.m. Breakfast 

Chairperson Kathy Abbott. 

8.45 a.m. Alexander Thompson - On call and . Housing for A.H.W.s' 
Alexander referred to the on call allowance for 
health workers employed by the Councils and . Missions. 
He suggested that this conference should give 
another letter to the Department about this. 

9.15 a.m. Dr Hargraves gave a talk about the meeting with 
Dr D.D., Dr.Fleming , and Gatjil of "life, growth 
and Survivat' among Aboriginal people. He spoke of 
responsibilities and responsible behaviour by 
health workers · 

(See Goal, Objectives and Principles - follow 
Speech by Kathy Abbott and Code of Ethics). 

10.20 a.m. Cassie - BathurEt Island 

Midwifery 

(Notes from Maternity Care at Bathurst Island) 
(Presented by Cassie at the Second National 
Midwives Conference in Melbourne Vic) 

I am a Tiwi. I have lived on Bathurst Island 
all my life. I went to St. Therese School, 
Nguiu and finished in Grade 7 in 1968. For a 
short time after that I worked in the. sewing 
factory; and then the sisters chose me to be 
a Health Worker. I spent 6 months doing a 
Nursing Assistants course at Darwin Hospital, 
then I went back to Bathurst Island to work 
in the Health Centre. I have been there since 
then. The different. sisters that have been in 
the Hospital gave lessons to us. Last year 
I finished the Post Basic Skills course and was 
promoted to Grade 3 Health Worker. This means 
that we take the responsibility for our work, 
supervise the junior Health Workers and .can 
manage the· aay --to .day running of the Health 
Centre, and health programmes in the community. 

At the moment I am taking my turn at the Baby 
Health Centre, where we have the Antenatal Clinic, 
t he babies clinic and the ear programme. 

We che ck the mothers every four weeks until 
28 weeks, every two weeks until 36 weeks then 
e very week until delivery. The sister helps us 
with the c h ecks at ·first, ~nd then as we get 
better, we do them by ourselves, with the sister 
there to give help when needed. We also learn 
h ow to deal with any problems that arise and when 
t o r efer patients to the Doctor. When we can feel 
t he mothers f undus we get the Doctors to check her 
on a Routine Medical visit; and then again at 
about 36 weeks unless there are any problems. 
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In the old days the mothers when they had a baby 
went away into the bush. The female relatives 
looked after her, especially aunties. They made 

oosG\ 

a big .fire ready so that the mother and baby could 
lay down in the warm ashes after the delivery. When 
the mother had pain, the ·woman rubbed her abdomen 
and back. 

She knelt down on the ground and leaned forward on 
her knees. If the after birth was slow to come 
away, they would press down on her abdomen. When the 
baby was born they would scoop the mucus out of the 
mouth with their little finger. The cord was tied 
with a piece of the pandanus palm and cut with the 
sharp edge of the miparri, a type of fern tree. The 
after birth was burnt in a fire. The mother and 
baby went back to the camp after ~he mother stopped 
bleeding, about 8-10 days later. 

The women would rather stay at Bathurst Island to 
have their babies, but understand that for their 
first baby they must go to Darwin for delivery, 1and 
also if there is any problem. At home on Bathurst 
Island, people they know will deliver their baby, 
family and friends can visit all the time and they 
know their customs are followed as much as possible. 
In Darwin there are people they don't know, they feel 
shy and frightened, they accept that the Doctors are 
mostly men, but they don't like it. They would rather 
have a baby doctor. They are always happy to come 
home. 

I would like to thank you for inviting me to this 
conference and I am happy to tell you about my work 
and some of our customs. 

11 .15 a.m. Enunie - Bathurst Island 
Ear Programme. 

I want to tell you about the ear progranune for the 
Tiwi people. 

I have been a health worker for 14 years. The 
heal th workers-· picked me to work on the Ear Progranune 
because I have been doing audiometry tests for 7 years. 

The ·ear programme was started because the Tiwi people 
and the Nurses and Teachers were all worried 
because so many children had a lot of pus 
discharging from . their ears. No medicine or 
treatment made it any better. Some of the children 
could not hear properly and had big learning 
problems in school. 

Sr Hennie who was sister in charge of our health 
centre talked about our big p·roblem with the 
Prime Minister, when he visited Bathurst Island 
in May 1978. 

10. 



The ear programme . was started on the 1.4.79 at 
Bathurst Island, Pularumpi and Milikapiti. · Every 
Tiwi baby that was born. after. that day was put 
in the ear progranune. At Nguiu I checked the babies 
once a week. I checked their ears to. see if their 
ear drums were normal. If they were red and 
bulging, or perforated with pus discharging, I gave 
them Amoxil - one sachet B.D. for seven days, and a 
packet of cotton buds to dry mop the ears. Sharon 
Page from N.A.L. and sister Sally who worked with 
me on the ear programme taught me how to use the 
tympanometer to check the bab~es hearing on each 
visit. · 

I would also check the babies medical and weight 
cards, and write down if they had any· sicknesses 
or any medicines or immunisations. Also write 
down if the mother had any problems when she was 
carrying or at delivery. 

By the end of 1979 there were 27 babies in the ear 
programme and by the end of 1980 there were 64 bµbies. 
Since the 31.12.80 no new babies have been put in 
the ear programme. 

This year, babies in the ear programme are checked 
every week until they are six ·months old, once a 
fortnight until they are one year old, then once 
a month until they are two years old, then they 
are finished. 

Dr Rebgetz did a lot of work with us on the ear 
programme and helped us to check a lot of other 
things. Sixteen babies in the ear programme had 
very small specimens of their blood and tears taken 
once a month for six months. We froze them, and 
then would send .them to Melbourne for special 
studies. Thirteen other babies also had one 
specimen of ·blood and tears taken. 

We collected a tot of specimens of nose and ear 
discharge from babies in the ear programme, some 
from their brothers and sisters, and. some from the 
school children who have had discharging ears for 
a long time. 

In 1979 I checked all the people who were 20 years, 
~O years, 40 years, and 50 years old. I looked 
in their ears and did tympanometry on them all to 
see what happens to the people's ears and their 
hearing as they get older. The adults don't have 
the bad nose ~nd ear discharge· like the young 
children. 

1 ' 



In 1980 we checked through all the bors and girls 
at school to see how many _chilaren had perforated 
ear drums. I also did audiometry _tests on all of 
them, but not pre-school, kindergarten, and grade 1 
because they were too small. We checked about 280 
school children. 

Twelve of the children we were worried about, they 
had both ear drums perforated and a lot of pus 
discharge for a long time. We did a special 
survey on them to see if we could make their ears 
any better. There were six boys and. six girls. 
This is what we did:-

For six children each morning for two school 
weeks give them Amoxil 250 mg, 
give them Actifed 7.5 mls, syringe 
their ears with tap water, dry 
mop their ears and put in sofradex 
ear drops. 

For the other s ,ix children 
just treated with syringing with 
tap water, dry mopping and 
Sofradex ear drops. 

After two weeks all the children just had· their ears 
dry mopped. This showed us that for old perforations 
the best way of treating them was to keep the ears 
dry mopped and only then would they have a chance 
of healing. Antibiotics did not. seem to make much 
difference. 

We did a survey on 9 other school children that the 
teachers were worried about, because they were slow 
learners. Their audiometry tests showed that they 
all had mild to moderate hearing lo'ss in one or both 
ears. They were all treated with Sudafed or Actifed 
B.D., six of the children had Amoxil. They all had 
ear toilets and Sofradex ear drops. After two weeks 
some of the children's ears had improved, but we won't 
know if their learning has got any better, fo,r a 
while yet. 

We also checked the Genealogy of the babies in the 
ear programme to see if any of the ones with bad 
ears were related o~ were in the. same family group. 

The ear programme has been going for nearly 2~ years 
now and it has been a lot of hard work~ We don't 
know .much yet because we are 'still waiting on results, 
and Dr Rebgetz is still putting everything together 
and writing it up. But we do know that new 
perforations and red ear drums heal much better with 
Amoxil. Also in the hospital clinic, the health 
work~rs are now checking ears when someone is sick, 
much more than they used to. 

Thank yo~. 12. 



12.00 
to 

12. 3'0 

1. 40 p.m. 

1.45 p.m. 

LUNCH BREAK 

Chairper.soti. - Gregoriana Porkila.ri. 

Lak Lak and Natati - Regional Heal.th Committee. 

(1). Housing situation was discussed by all East 
Arnhem Health Workers: 

It would be better to have houses for health 
workers on each settlement, the reason we are 
asking for this is that some of us are living 
in poor housing conditions. 

Health Workers should set an example for the 
rest of the conununity, so they can be taught 
how important Health really is. 

(2). Training at Batchelor: 

Future Health Worker training was also discussed 
at the conference. All Health Workers would 
like to know when it will be conunenced. 

(3). On call allowance: 

All Health Workers would like to know what will 
happen to our on call allowance, and why we do 
not receive any when we are on call. Where as 
Balanda's sisters and nurses are paid, why 
should health workers not be paid for on ca11i 

(4). Badges: 

Health Workers still want to have badges, so 
that we can be recognised by other Departments 
and people. We have accepted the badge which 
was shown to us at Alice Springs, but we also 
feel that we should have our own symbol for 
each conununity and settlement. 

(5). Uniform: 

Uniforms were also discussed at the conference. 
We feel that all Aboriginal health workers 
should have a new uniform without sleeves, a 
collar on the back, and a zip in the front which 
will be cooler in the dry season. 

(6). Identification Card: 

Identification was also discussed at the 
conference and all health workers were in 
agreeance to have a card so that it would be 
handy for us to use, in case of any accident 
that may occur elsewhere or in our community. 

13. 



2.20 p.m. 

3.00 p.m. 

3.20 p.m. 

4.00 p.m. 

5.30 p.m. 

7.00 p.m. 

(7). Looking forward to A.H.W. Training and 
needs: 

So far everything has been going well, more 
courses have been going on at the training 
school which has been good. We have 
learned a great deal at the training school 
and hope that our training will keep going 
until we are at the stage of running the 
Health Centres. 

(8). Health Workers getting to know each other: 

All Health Workers from all regions should 
get to know each other by working in each 
community and settlement so that they are 
not shy when they meet at any conference. 

(9). Newsletter was also discussed, it would be 
good if all health workers could send a 
newsletter from each settlement and 

· community, so that every health worker 
should know what is going on in our area 
or their community Northern and Southern 
Region. 

(10). Holidays: 

If any health workers'due for holiday they 
should go together south, or other countries 
just as overseas, this was also discussed 
at the conference. 

(11). East Arnhem Region Planning Committee: 

East Arnhem Region health workers agree 
that we should make up a planning committee 
so when we have any problem in each 
community we should go and share our 
problems to the Planning Committee. 

East Arnhem contribution. 
Slide talk - Intra Peritoneal Infusion and HD 
patient. 

An interesting topic given by fellow health 
workers in East Arnhem Region. 

Tea Break 

Feed back from groups. 

Other health workers got up and talked about 
housing and on call allowance for health 
workers. 

Close 

Dinner 

Entertainment for evening - filn~ and video 
film show "Blekbala". 

14. 



THURSVAY 3RV SEPTEMBER 

7.30 a.m. 

8.30 a.m. 

10.00 a.m. 

10.20 a.m. 

10.30 a.m. 

10.45 a.m. 

Breakfast 

Chairperson - Lak Lak Yunipingu 

Alexander Thompson - health vehicles, discussion 
group and feed back. Alexander first talked about 
his work at Ngukurr. He then continued his 
discussion of health vehicles. He stated why 
can't Aboriginal health workers take the 
responsibility in keeping the health vehicle 
at hi.s home when on call. Alexander said the 
distance he had to walk to a patients home 
then back to the health centre again to get 
the treatment required and then return to the 
patients home. He left this topic for open 
discussion to the conference. 

Lak Lak commented on usage of the health vehicles 
during working hours and on call. 

Several discussions took place regarding the 
use of health vehicles. 

Jack Little gave an interesting talk regarding 
health vehicles - and said he is using his 
private vehicle at present, but paying for 
his own petrol. 

Jack said he would like some help in having 
a vehicle provided to use in official work. 

Tea break 

Teresa Snowy - old people. 

Teresa gave a brief talk on her work as health 
worker in her community and of involvement with 
the elderly people. 

Beryl Djakala and Janet Bilin - P.N.G. Trip. 

Janet and Beryl told about their trip overseas 
to Papua New Guinea. 

They both experienced the training programmes 
for out post or health works on P.N.G. They 
also experienced the Papuans responsibilities 
without being told by a white sister. 

A very interesting talk given by both girls. 

Kathy Abbott. Petition to Commonwealth 
Ombudsman. The Conference accepted the petition. 
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PETITION TO THE COMMONWEALTH OMBUVSMAN 

Dear Sir, 

We, the undersigned, are attending the 1981 
Aboriginal Health Workers Conference, held at 
Kormilda College, Darwin, from 31.8.81 to 4.9.81. 

We wish to appeal against the decision of the 
Commonwealth Department ·of Education to refuse 
applications made for Study Grants to assist 
Aboriginal Health Workers · to attend this conference. 

Conferences such as this have a greater edpcational 
value than any formal study course could have, 
and play an important role in strengthening the . 
Aboriginal Health Workers Movement, which is one 
of the most successful factors promoting 
advancement of Aboriginal people in Australia. 

This decision caused many problems for health 
workers who were depending on Study Grants 
assistance to attend this conference. Through 
personal sacrifice on the part of many 
these health workers have been able to attend, 
but a number of people who could have made a 
valuable contribution to this conference are 
not here. 

The refusal of these Study Grants came as a 
surprise, because previous Aboriginal Health 
Worker Conferences had been approved, and it was 
too late to appeal before the Conference started. 

We wish our appeal against this decision of the 
Commonwealth Department of Education to be taken 
to the highest level, because there will be future 
conferences, and it is important that they 
receive support. 

16. 



11.00 a.m. Eleanor and Paddles - gave talk on a seminar given at 
Bagot community, called "How Much is Too Much" in 
relation to alcohol. 

12.00 
to 

12.30 

12.30 
to 

2.30 

3.00 P .m. 

8.30 p.m. 

FRIVAY 4TH 

7.30 a.m. 
to 

8.00 a.m. 
I, 

8.30 a.m. 

10.00 a.m. 
to 

10.15 a.m. 

Over 200 people from Bagot and other fri.nge camps 
around Darwin, attended the seminar. 

Other members from the community also contributed, 
s~ch as the Police - demonstrating the breathalyser. 

Billy Watson - mentioned about new sisters not working 
together with health workers. He also mentioned of the 
Aboriginal Law, (in relation to the code of Ethics) 
stating there can never be another law for Aboriginals 
especially health workers. 

t' 
A lengthy discussion took plaGe among th~ delegation 
in relation to the Code of Ethics. 

LUNCH BREAK 

Spare time - shopping, banking etc. - for everyone. 

Buses leave for fare well barbecue a t Berry Springs. . . 
Depart Berry Springs for Kormilda. · 

SEPTEMBER 

BREAKFAST 

Chairperson - Harry Singh 

Kathy Abbott and Health Workers F~deration. 
Group discussion and feed back after morning tea. 

TEA BREAK 

10.20 a.m. Feed bac~ on Health Workers Federation. 

Northern Region - proposed that an ·Austr.alian wide 
Federation be · established. and publi.shed _ _,through the 
~ealth Worker journal for other Health workers around 
Australia take interest and join. 

0 

Southern Region - accepts , and go along with Northern 
Regions -proposal. 
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East Arnhem Region - ~ave not accepted at this stage 
as they are not ready. 

The Health Worker Federation to be bought up again 
in the 1982 A.H.W.s Conference. 

10.50 a.m. Preparations of Reconunendations:-

Eleanor Brooks, asked the conference to support 
Mr Jack Little of Bulla Community to be provided 
with a health. vehicle. 

RESOLUTIONS 

(1) The 1981 Aboriginal Health Workers Conference 
supports Mr J Little of Bulla Conununity to be 
supplied with a Health Department _Vehicle. 

(2) 

Moved by - Eleanor Brooks 
Second by - Alexander Thompson 
Carried. 

To be handed to Dr Keith Fleming, ' secretary 
for Health. 

' That Aboriginal Health Workers from Northern, 
East Arnhem and Southern Regions of the 1981 
Conference at Kormilda College on August 31st to 
September 5th, reconunends that the Government 
should approach each individual Community 
Councils together with their health workers 
regarding Housing for Aboriginal Health Workers. 

Moved by - Alexander Thompson 
Second by - Kathy Abbott 
Carried. 

To be handed to Mr Ian Tuxworth, Minister for 
Health. 

(3) We reconunend that overseas trip for Aboriginal 
Health Workers be reconsidered by the Minister 
for Health. We feel strongly we could benefit 
from this as part of the Aboriginal Health 
Worker Training Progranune • . 

Area of visits involved similar health worker 
programmes carried out in other countries. 

Moved by 
Second by 
Carried. 

- R Singh 
Alexander Thompson 

To be handed to Dr Keith Flerninq, Secretary 
for Health. 
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11.00 a.m. Delegations from Southern and East ~~nh~m Regions 
giving farewell greetings and thanks~ Over 15 
members came out to the front to say how they felt 
about this week at the conference. 

Many were quite pleased about the barbecue at Berry 
Springs, others commented on last years conference 
at Alice Springs. 

Mr Chairman then called for nominations for 1982 
A.H.W. Conference. 

Three places .were called and they were as followed. 

(1) Hamilton Downs 
(2) Dhupuma College 
(3) Elcho Island 

Most votes went to Elcho Island - voting was carried 
out by a show of hands. 

The main points was to have it at Elcho Island 
being the community was a restricted area. 

The conference felt that a few people had not been 
taking part in the conference, but went to the 
nearest pub to drink. 

12.00 m~d. LUNCH BREAK 

1.45 p.m. In the meantime - travel arrangements were announced 
by the Southern Region and East Arnhem for return 
home, Saturday 5th September. 

Kathy Abbott announced for Southern Region - bus to 
pick up delegates at Kormilda 11 a.m. tomorrow 
morning .. 

Lak Lak for East Arnhem Region - transferred to 
A.H.W.T.C., then leave for airport at 1 p.m. 

3.00 p.m. AFTERNOON TEA BREAK 

3.20 p.m. Arrival of Minister -and Secretary for Health. 

3.40 p.m. Handing of Reco~endations to Minister for Health 
Mr Tuxworth Recommendations accepted. 

3.55 p.m. Handing of Recommendations to the Secretary for 
Health Dr Keith Fleming : 

Recomendations accepted. 
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4.15 p.m. Closing Ceremony. 

Dr Charles Gurd - bark painting presentation, by 
Alexander Thompson on behalf of _Northern Territory 
Aboriginal Health Workers. 

4.30 p.m. Close. 

5.30 p.m. DINNER 

6.00 p.m. Evening entertainments - films and. videos. 

SATURVAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 

7.30 a.m. BREAKFAST 

8.00 a.m. Clean up and packing. 

10.00 a.m. MORNING TEA 

12.00 m.d. Depart Kormilda College. 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

NAME 

Mary Ellis 
Maree Oliver 
Ivan Dickson 
Albert Marsh 
Erna Inkamala 
Lynette Malbunka 
Valerie Turner 
Billy Watson 
Richard Algy 
Alexander Thompson 
Josette Young 

· Alberta Puruntatameri 
Sandy Spears 
Natiti Munungurr1tji 
Beryl Djakala 
Janet Bilin 
Daisy Wurrimal 
Anne Bandala 
Shirley Nulumburrpurr 
Manunu Mununggurr 
Lak Lak Yunipingu 
Alice Gorey 
Janice 
Josie Nabangardi 
Sr Carmel Hatch 
Lena Pula 
Eileen Kamara 
Glory 
Ben Casey 
W Bei'kali 
Botu 
Austin Friday 
Peter Clark (Visual Aid) 
Kathy Abbott 
Amy Lauder 
Frank. Djana 
Billy Nelson 
Bobby Daniels 
Charlie Pieipei 
Doctor Hugh Nelson 
Harry Singh 
Ester Hayes 
Janet Simpson 
Iris Taylor 
Pansy 
Ada Dickenson 
Ngio Ngio Donald 
Janet Nungala 
Kitty Ongula 
Freda Lane 
Brenda 
Lynette Nambitjimba 
Johnny Briscoe 

PLACE 

Amoonguna (Alice Springs) 
Santa Teresa" " 
C.A.A.C. Alice Springs 
Yuenduma (A. S.) 
Hermansburg 
Hermans burg 
Alcoota 
Lajamanu 
Wave Hill 
Ngukurr 
Santa Teresa 
Garden Point 
Nhulunbuy 
Yirrkala 
Milingimbi 
~ilingimbi 
Elcho Island 
Numbulwar 
Ramingining 
Yirrkala 
Yirrkala 
Ti Tree 
Ti Tree 
Ti -Tree 
Ti Tree 
Utopia 
Utopia 
Utopia 
Elcho .Island 
Umbakumba 
Elcho Island 
Bamyili 
Alice Springs 
Alice Springs 
Elliott 
Jay Creek 
Kalka 
Kalka 
Docker River 
Alice Springs 
Belyuen (Delissaville) 
Haasts Bluff 
Willowra 
Areyonga 
Papunya 
Warrabri 
Areyonga 
Papunya 
Docker River 
Jamieson 
Papunya 
Yuendumu 
Finke 
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NAME 

Francis Kelly 
Lillian Tcherna 
Leah McCarthy 
Rita Maralngurra 
Phillipine · Parmbuk 
Anthony Nemarluk 
Victor Parmbuk 
?lorette Timothy 
Margaret Dawumal 
Mollv Wardaguga 
Theresa Dry 
Ronn·ie Rickson 
Steven Dj a_ti 
Gregiorana Porkilari 
Eunice Palapamurri 
Alberta Puruntatameri 
Nellie Punguatji 
Callistus Bapui 
Eleanor Brooks 

PLACE 

Yuendumu 
Port Keats 
Daly River Mission 
Oenpelli 
Port Keats 
Port Keats 
Port Keats 
Borroloola 
Maningrida 
Maningrida 
Victoria River Downs 
Beswick 
Elcho Island 
Bathurst Island 
Bathurst Island 
Garden Point 
Bathurst Island 
Bathurst Island 
Darwin - Bagot 

23. 




