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Mental Health Education Studies Assistance Grant Scheme 
2018 

Q1  Who can apply for a Mental Health Education Studies Assistance Grant? 
 
 Nurses, midwives and Aboriginal health practitioners who are: 

 
• an Australian Citizen or Australian Permanent Resident Visa holder or New Zealand 

Citizens who are Special Category Visa (SCV) holders, and  
• employed within a NT health service, and 
• enrolled in a mental health tertiary studies. 

 
Q2 What is a relevant course to be enrolled in to apply for a Mental Health Education Studies 

Assistance Grant? 
 Tertiary courses related to mental health include: 
 

• Standalone relevant post graduate course (Perinatal Mental Health; other relevant 
standalone courses) 

• Graduate Certificate (mental health courses) 
• Graduate Diploma (mental health courses) 
• Master (Perinatal Mental Health; Mental Health and other mental health related courses) 
• PhD (mental health related) 

 
Q3 Does it matter how long I have lived in the NT? 
 No. As long as you provide proof of current employment in a NT health service by having 

your manager complete the Manager’s Declaration Form.   
 
Q4 How much financial assistance can I apply for? 
 You may only apply for reimbursement of the expenditure directly related to the named 

course of study for the current semester. You are expected to upload proof of payment 
using the online application form for each item you are claiming. Payments are not 
backdated for previous semesters. 

 
Q5 Am I expected to contribute towards the cost of my study? 
 It is an expectation of the Department of Health that nurses and midwives will also 

contribute to the costs of their professional development endeavours. Department of 
Health staff eligible for an annual professional development allowance will be expected to 
contribute this allowance towards their studies. These contributions should be noted on a 
Statutory Declaration and the Manager’s Declaration Form. 

 
Q6 Am I eligible if I also receive any other grant, scholarship or bursary? 
 You are eligible to apply if you are receiving other grants, scholarships or bursary’s, if you 

meet all other eligibility criteria. If you are receiving some form of assistance from or other 
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sources, you must declare this on a Statutory Declaration. Receipt of other assistance will be 
taken into account when evaluating your application. 

 
Other assistance includes, but is not limited to scholarships from other organisations such as 
the Office of the Commissioner of Public Employment (OCPE), Department of Education 
and Children’s Services, Australian College of Nursing, previous NT Nursing and Midwifery 
Studies Assistance Grants, or the Northern Territory Public Sector (NTPS) By-Law 41. 
 

Q7 How will my application be assessed? 
 An assessment panel will review applications on the merit of the material provided. The 

Chief Nursing and Midwifery Office will allocate funding according to the assessment 
panel’s recommendations. 

 
Q8 How will I find out about the result of my application for a Mental Health Education 

Scholarship?  
 When the assessment process has been finalised, applicants will be advised of the outcome 

of their application via email. 
 
Q9 What if I don’t agree with the assessment panel’s decision? 
 If you don’t agree with the result of your application, you must lodge a Letter of Appeal with 

the Chief Nursing and Midwifery Office, Department of Health, PO Box 40596, Casuarina 
NT 0811 within 14 days of receipt of the email advising you of the application outcome. The 
Letter of Appeal should outline the nature and basis of the appeal. A copy of any other 
documentary evidence beyond the original application should accompany the letter. 
 
The Chief Nursing and Midwifery Office will communicate the outcome of the appeal to the 
applicant in writing within 14 days. 
 

Q10 How often can I apply? 
 The scheme has two rounds during a calendar year that closely coincide with semesters one 

and two. Applicants are encouraged to apply for each semester in which they are 
undertaking study. 

 
Q11 Can I apply again if I am unsuccessful? 
 Providing you can meet the eligibility criteria you can reapply.   
 
Q12 How will I receive my Mental Health Education Scholarship? 
 Successful applicants will receive email advice of the amount that has been approved in 

principle, noting: 
 
• payment of Mental Health Studies Assistance Grant will be retrospective upon 

supplying evidence of successful completion of the units approved for funding, for 
example an academic transcript, and 
 

• payment is only available through direct credit to your nominated bank account via your 
AGS or Vendor number. If you are a non-Department of Health employee, a vendor 
application will need to be completed and returned before the due date to facilitate 
payment of the grant. You can download a copy of this form on the NT Nursing and 
Midwifery website, and   
 

• you will receive advice of payment being processed via email. Please be aware that 
payment may take up to 30 days, and 

 
• applicants must advise the Chief Nursing and Midwifery Office via email of any changes 

https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/nursing-and-midwifery/training-and-education-for-nurses-and-midwives/mental-health-education-scholarships
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/nursing-and-midwifery/training-and-education-for-nurses-and-midwives/mental-health-education-scholarships
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to their circumstances, address or contact details. 
 

Q13 How much will I receive if I am successful? 
 Allocation of funds following receipt of applications will be based on a range of 

considerations, including available funds, Priority Categories, contribution by the applicant 
and the number of applications received. 

 
Q14 Is the Mental Health Education Scholarship considered part of my income? 
 Yes. Applicants are advised that for the purposes of determining eligibility for Centrelink 

benefits and tax liability, Mental Health Studies Assistance Grant are deemed as income and 
should be declared in your tax return. Please consult with your accountant for tax advice. 

 
Q15 What happens if I do not accept the grant funding? 
 If you do not accept the grant offered, please notify the Chief Nursing and Midwifery Office 

immediately via email stating the reason for not accepting the grant, as it may provide the 
opportunity to reallocate funding. 

 

Contact us 

Chief Nursing and Midwifery Office 

Phone: 1800 000 648 

Email: mentalhealtheducation.doh@nt.gov.au  
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