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Malaria notifications for October to December 2024

Number of cases Chemoprophylaxis NT Region
1 Solomon Islands Plasmodium vivax Nil Darwin
1 Papua New Plasmodium ovale Nil Darwin
Guinea
1 Uganda Plas.modlum Nil Darwin
falciparum

New syphilis testing recommendations for the NT: The Syphilis Outbreak IMT recommended implementing

« Increased syphilis testing for ALL pregnant people simplified and consistent testing recommendations to

to 5 times (first visit, 28 weeks, 36 weeks, at birth, increase syphilis testing and diagnosis. The updated
and at 6 weeks postnatal), and recommendations have been supported by the CHO, Chief
« Syphilis testing for ALL people aged 15 years and Medical Officer, Chief Aboriginal Health Practitioner and
over presenting to ANY health service, including Chief Nursing and Midwifery Officer. As these
NT Health primary health care, ACCHOs, recommendations differ slightly from existing guidelines, two
Emergency Departments, Prison Health, private GP letters are now circulating to communicate these changes.

practices.

We have started to implement increased syphilis testing in
The Northern Territory (NT) syphilis outbreak was emergency departments. To help clinicians needing support,
declared in 2013. As of 31 March 2025, there have the syphilis register has introduced an after-hour service.

been 2,428 cases of syphilis. . o
For any questions please contact Syphilis.IMTDOH@nt.gov.au

On 28 February 2025, the NT Health Chief Health

Officer (CHO) commissioned the standing up of the Syphilis Register After Hours
Syphilis Incident Management Team (IMT) in : y

it - L Operators are now available during extended hours:
response to the ongoing infectious syphilis outbreak
acknowledging rising notification rates and cases ¢ Weekdays: 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM
appearing in  previously lower incidence * Weekends: 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM

geographical regions of the NT. To contact, call Royal Darwin Hospital switchboard at
(08) 8922 8888 after hours.
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