
 

Meningococcal vaccines  
What is meningococcal disease? 
Meningococcal disease is caused by the bacterium 
Neisseria meningitides. Meningococcal disease 
most often presents as meningitis, blood 
poisoning and pneumonia. (See fact sheet 
available at https://www.nt.gov.au and search for 
meningococcal. There are different strains of 
disease the most common types are A, B, C, 
W135 and Y. 

Funded and non-funded meningococcal vaccines 

Meningococcal group Names of vaccines that 
protect against that strain 

Group C Neisvac-C®, Menitorix® 

Group A,C,W,Y Menactra®, Nimenrix®, 
Menveo® 

Group B Bexsero® 

From 1 December 2017, the meningococcal 
ACWY vaccine (Nimenrix®) vaccine is included on 
the NT childhood vaccination schedule for all 12 
month old children Meningococcal C vaccine was 
given in the NT from 2003 until November 2017. 

Who are the people at highest risk of disease? 
People without their spleens or with 
immunocompromising conditions are at high risk 
of meningococcal disease and require extra 
vaccines. See your health provider to discuss.  

Other people who are at higher risk of disease 
include: 
• Children aged 2 months to under 5 years 
• Adolescents 15-19 years and young adults 

living in close proximity to each other i.e 
boarding students or those in residential care  

• Travelers to high risk countries and pilgrims to 
the Hajj (meningococcal ACWY only) 

Who else can be vaccinated? 
Anyone wishing to reduce their risk of 
meningococcal disease can be vaccinated. 
Meningococcal B vaccine can be given from 6 
weeks of age and meningococcal ACWY vaccine 
from 2 months of age.  The number of doses 
required depends on age. 
 

Meningococcal B vaccine 

Bexsero® is the only vaccine for meningococcal B 
currently registered for use in Australia and is only 
available through a private prescription from your 
general practitioner. 

How safe is this meningococcal B vaccine? 
Meningococcal B vaccine is a safe vaccine but 
there is a risk of high fevers after vaccination 
especially in young children. Paracetamol is 
recommended to be given 30 minutes before 
vaccination and as required after giving the 
vaccine in children under 2 years of age. Other 
common side effects are injection site reactions, 
headache, irritability, sleepiness, loss of appetite, 
unusual crying, rash, vomiting and diarrhea. 
Meningococcal ACWY vaccine 

A combined vaccine against meningococcal 
serogroups A, C, W and Y is available for purchase 
by anyone wishing to protect themselves or their 
family. 

There are currently 3 combined vaccines available 
on the private market against meningococcal A, C, 
W and Y disease. 

• Nimenrix® (Pfizer) use from 12 months 
onward- 

• Menveo® (GSK) –use from 2 months onward 
• Menactra® (Sanofi) – use from 24 months 

onward. 
• The ACWY vaccine is FREE at 12 months of 

age in the NT. Vaccine for people at other 
ages require a private prescription. 

How safe is the meningococcal ACWY vaccine? 
Meningococcal ACWY vaccine is safe and side 
effects following the vaccine are mild and self-
limiting. Side effects after vaccination include 
fever, headache, rash, dizziness, nausea, loss of 
appetite and injection site reactions. 

 

For further information please see you GP or 
immunisation provider. 
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